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AFTO 847, 22, or EUMR if his life depended
upon it (and it sometimes does).

All the same, “Blue Four” is the guy in the
arena. Let him miss one item on the checklist,
blow the tool count, or get caught taking just one
shortcut to get the mission accomplished, and
he’s the one who “gets it.”” You see, everyone is
covered . . . except “Ole Blue.”

If anyone is the backbone of TAC, it's “‘Blue
Four.” He can do more with less, he is an
innovator, he IS our Strike Force. We owe it to
“Blue Four” to give him all the help we can.
Make life easier for him and he’ll hack the mission
without wrecking nearly so many airplanes and
vehicles. We were all “Blue Four” at one
time ...some of us forget. It’s understandable,
but not necessary.

Where do we start? First of all, try reading the
incident reports — we actually advertise our
coming accidents ... isn't that interesting? And
then there is your daily contact with “Blue Four”
and his equipment. And how about the hazards
we put in his path?

The daily message traffic is your chance to
shine. People all over the world, flying the same
equipment as you are, are telling you about all
the “near accidents” they have experienced. The
information is current and it's useful . . . if it gets
a little more than a cursory glance. Things we
begin to take for granted, such as the availability
of a BAK-12 on the approach end are set-ups for
an accident in the future. And we'll have them if
the cause of the approach end arrestment isn’t
solved.

And how about the hardware “Blue Four”
uses each day? He looks at an unreliable attitude
indicator — and when it fails he must perform a
maneuver which may make him completely

disoriented just to switch to his standby
equipment. We give him a new aircraft and install
the radio as we did in the F-86, twenty years ago.
He still needs three hands...or he sits on the
wing, in weather, waiting for a chance to make
the frequency change his leader made two
minutes ago. Or, he’s smoking down the runway
trying to abort and just can’t find that hook
button in the dark. This area is indeed a fertile
field.

Why should we be surprised when “‘Blue
Four” fires a round from an “‘empty’’ gun during
his sixteenth hour of duty? Why should “Ole
Blue” run into that pole two times before you
take it down? Seems there’s a law against hitting
it — but no law against putting it in his way.

“Ole Blue" is in the arena — he’s a doer. Let's
help him do his job better and more efficiently. If
you can’t get that light in the tailhook button the
first time, try it sixteen times. Put yourself in his
place — would you like to have that “life-saving”
button lit when you hurl yourself down a dark
avenue of concrete in the dead of night. .. you
bet you would. On the page to your right we've
made some reminders of what it's all about.
Coincidentally, they will fit on your side of the
nameplate on your desk. So when you sit down
to get at it in the morning, the first thing you'll
see is. .. WHAT HAVE YOU DONE FOR BLUE
FOUR TODAY????

. Tonel, USAF
Chief of ety










Capt Vanderburgh

Captain Warren M. Vanderburgh, Jr., of the 177
Tactical Fighter Group, Atlantic City, New Jersey, has
been selected as a Tactical Air Command Pilot of
Distinction.

Captain Vanderburgh was returning from a night air
refueling mission in an F-105B when his aircraft failed to
respond to an increase in power on ILS approach. In an
effort to reduce drag and keep his aircraft airborne he
raised the landing gear, but was unable to keep from
sinking below the glide slope at minimum final approach
speed. Faced with an immediate decision to eject or
attempt to save his aircraft, he selected afterburner in an
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effort to gain the required thrust to stay in front of the
power curve. His F-105 responded to the afterburner and
Captain Vanderburgh leveled off at 400 feet AGL. He
then intercepted the glide path at one and one-half miles,
lowered the landing gear and accomplished a successful
landing, terminating afterburner when his landing was
assured. Investigation revealed that the main fuel control
had malfunctioned.

This demonstration of outstanding airmanship in a
critical inflight situation readily qualifies Captain
Vanderburgh as a Tactical Air Command Pilot of
Distinction.



by Rex M. Stewart
FAA/TAC Liaison

As brought out in & recent issue of Aerospace Magazine,
occasionally an OHR has been traced to pilot
unfamiliarity with the type and extent of radar service
provided by air traffic controllers. Some pilots may be
under the impression that once the aircraft is in “'radar
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contact” there is no longer a need to watch out for other
traffic. Not so! The words “‘radar contact’” do not shift
the see and avoid responsibilities from the pilot to the
controller. There are several good reasons for this. First, as
every pilot knows (or should know by now) aircraft do
not always show on radar. Those of you who have been
told “radar contact lost” will probably attest to this fact.
Any ‘doubting Thomas' may want to read FAA Advisory
Circular 90-32, published in 1967, entitled ‘‘Radar
Capabilities and Limitations."’

(Advisory Circulars can be obtained, without cost, by
writing Department of Transportation Distributing Unit,
AD 484.3, 800 Independence Avenue, Washington, D.C.
20590.)

Here is another reason why you should not let the words
‘radar contact’ lull you into a false sense of security. Even
if your traffic is painting on radar (beacon and all) there is
no guarantee that the controller's attention can be
focused on a possible target conflict in time to call it to
your attention. Contrary to common belief, radar
controllers do not continually eyeball each and every
target under their control. Why not? Not enough eye
balls, that's why! Because of this, and such things as
frequency congestion; higher priority duties, etc., the
fellows who write the procedures concluded that
“additional service” had to be an additional service. So,
whether or not such services are provided or terminated,
in a particular case, is left to the discretion of the
controller. It all boils down to whether or not he can fit it
in with his higher priority duties of separating known
aircraft under his control. After the required separation
has been insured, the controller may then direct his
attention to providing additional services which he

FEBRUARY 1971


User
Typewritten Text
"additional service" aircraft under radar control

User
Typewritten Text

















Tac tips


User
Typewritten Text
Tac tips

User
Typewritten Text










User
Typewritten Text
Breakthrough!

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text




















chock talk


User
Typewritten Text
chock talk

User
Typewritten Text




User
Typewritten Text
with a maintenance slant

User
Typewritten Text


The long reach

February 1971


User
Typewritten Text
The long reach

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text
February 1971

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text


t

..90% of all fighters

Lt Col Mark E. Hubbard
20th Fighter Group
P-38

In answer to your letter here are my personal
comments on fighter tactics. Before answering some of
your specific suggestions, I’ll put down what | believe to
be general tactics. Leadership, formation, and control of
the unit are all important: Leadership, to plan on the
ground and direct in the air; formation, to see the enemy,
attack him and defend yourself; control, to attack in force
at the proper time.

| won’t attempt to explain leadership here as that
would take several pages in itself. Suffice it to say that it
can only be acquired through experience and constant
thought.

Formation is the line of battle which can be offensive
or defensive as the situation requires (and the situation
can change almost instantaneously). | am flat out for a
line abreast formation with flights spaced far enough apart
for mutual aid. This spacing would vary from 800 — 1500
yards depending on the aimplane maneuverability.
Squadrons should be within good visual distance, meaning
not more than 2 — 3 milesapart. Line abreast formation is
as offensive as any other type and defensively the best.
You must see before you hit or are hit.

Control can be maintained with R/T if squadrons or
units are within eyesight. No mission can be planned to
the finest detail on the ground and so the group leader
must have control to use his force to the best advantage
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the guy who hit them.”

possibility.

plane is superior or inferior in some respects to the enemy

shot down never saw

when the situation is met. On the other hand, a well
defined plan should be made and understood by each

pilot to aid in performing the mission and maintaining

control in event R/T should fail which is always a

A most important consideration is “know your
airplane.”” Use its advantages against the enemy and keep
those advantages by knowing its disadvantages. Every

airplanes. Thank God, ours are more superior than
inferior. To know your airplane, training must be
continuous.

Superiority in numbers is all important. That is where
control comes in. Use your force as necessary but always
dispatch enough.

Now to put down a few distracted points without

regard for their order of importance as all are important.
A wingman should always stay with his leader. Under

no circumstances should there be less than two airplanes
working together as one man cannot protect his own tail,
and 90 percent of all fighters shot down never saw the
guy who hit them.

It is preferable that the minimum number of aircraft
working together is a flight of four.

Each pilot should know what is expected of him in no
uncertain terms. Leave no room for doubt.

Instrument training is essential, both individual and as
members of a flight. Emphasis should be placed on
recovery from spirals, spins, and stalls, and smooth
straight and level flying.

Now to get on to answering some of your specific
suggestions. The specific aircraft in this case is the P-38J.





















